
www.reutechmining.com

Safety and productivity through accuracy and reliabilitySafety and productivity through accuracy and reliability

Newsletter
February 2015 

IN THIS ISSUE
• Fostering a culture of innovation within Reutech Mining

• A message for the future

• Vehicle mounted MSR in action

• 75 Years of radar in SA celebrated by a pioneering company

• Electra Mining 2014 

• Featured team member 



Newsletter - February 2015 2

www.reutechmining.com

Fostering a culture of innovation within  
Reutech Mining
Fostering a culture of innovation has always been the cornerstone of Reutech Mining’s business philosophy.  This drives the desire to 

produce accurate and reliable products that provide customers with increased safety and productivity. An essential element of an 

innovative culture, within the context of the Movement and Surveying Radar (MSR) product line, is the continuous improvement of the 

software behind the MSR’s Human Machine Interface (HMI).  

Workshops, surveys and conferences offer the ideal platform for in-depth discussions with clients and industry experts on their specific 

requirements. All the requirements are tabled, given a priority level and assigned a workload figure. Reutech Mining’s engineering and 

development team then carefully coordinates their efforts to include as many of the requirements into the subsequent releases.

Each software release has brought numerous useful improvements to the HMI. Even though some of the changes are small, with limited 

impact on what the end user sees, the accumulation of these improvements over time had a telling impact on what is offered today. 

 

The figure below plots the cumulative number of HMI releases from 2005 to 2014 against the development of the MSR product range. The 

first MSR (MSR100) was released in 2006 along with the very first version of the HMI (V 1.0). Going into 2015 – ten years after the 

development on the first MSR started – the MSR product line is complimented by the MSR Short Range running on version 10.7 of the HMI 

(release number 44). 

When asked to comment, Alex Pienaar from Reutech Mining said, “The graph clearly shows that both our hardware and software engineers 

have continuously been hard at work to provide our clients with the latest in radar technology. It is proof that our willingness to listen to 

the industry and engage with all stakeholders had greatly impacted our product offering as a whole, and provided us with the adequate 

tools to offer the market the most reliable and useful solution today.”
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A message for the future
Best wishes for 2015 to our extended friends, colleagues and 

the global MSR family, from all of us at Reutech Mining.

After an exceptionally busy and productive 2014, we are 

excited about the opportunities that 2015 is already bringing 

our way. We look forward to working with our clients and 

partners in this new year, and remain thoroughly committed to 

providing the market leading systems and technology that you 

have become accustomed to.

In the next few months, you can also look forward to the 

announcement of many exciting new services, systems and 

options that will further aid our users in their daily operations to 

ensure a safe and productive working environment.

Jan de Beer

Mining Executive 

Vehicle- mounted MSR in action
Landau Colliery, an Anglo Coal mine close to Witbank in South Africa  and a member of the Reutech Mining family for over 7 years, has 

recently taken delivery of the first 2 x MSR 060 V systems mounted on the back of a light delivery vehicle.  To date Reutech has delivered 5 x 

MSR 060V systems in South Africa and more of the longer range MSR 120’s are on order.

www.reutechmining.com
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MSR 060  at  the Landau Colliery

Mining Executive Mining Executive 

Reutech Mining in the news...
2015 Global Business Report recently featured an article covering Reutech Mining’s presence in Canada. An interview was conducted with 

Alex Pienaar, Regional Marketing and Sales Manager for the Canadian region.

Click here to view 

http://gbreports.com/2015/02/03/alex-pienaar-regional-marketing-and-sales-manager-reutech-mining/?utm_source=Emailbrain&utm_medium=email&utm_term=NewsletterLink&utm_campaign=GBRoundup+Mining+04-02-15-v3&utm_content=


75 Years of radar in SA celebrated by a                                      
pioneering company  
It is now 75 years since the first echoes of radar were detected in 

Johannesburg on 16 December 1939. The history of radar in South 

Africa has been closely interwoven with that of Reutech Mining, a 

division of Reutech Radar Systems (RRS), and this involvement is 

detailed in a new book, titled RRS: 25 years of Innovation that was 

launched at the end of 2014.

The book details the history of the company, its technologies and its 

people from its inception in 1987 until today. It looks at how the 

company matured from one concentrating mainly on military radar, 

to one that is diversified into a variety of markets and products. It 

also celebrates how the development of this Stellenbosch-based 

company made important contributions to local technological 

innovation and skills development in a highly specialised field.

As CEO Carl Kies says: “Our diversification in systems and applica-

tions clearly illustrate the old saying that ‘if one can design and build 

a radar system, one can design and build anything’!  Although this 

should not be taken too literally, we certainly have what it takes to 

produce highly sophisticated work.  We have proven expertise in, 

among others, mechanical design, systems engineering, project 

management, radio frequency (RF) electronic design, signal process-

ing, software design and development, antenna system design, 

digital electronic design, synthesizer design, power amplifier design 

and logistics. Add to this the skills we have assembled in terms of 

support systems.”

RRS entered the mining market in 2004 with the development of the 

first concept demonstrator in collaboration with Anglo Coal. The first 

mining radar was delivered in 2006 and today, Reutech Mining has 

grown into a multi-million dollar business and accounts for almost 

60% of RRS’ turnover. 

RRS: 25 years of Innovation describes how the company’s radar 

capabilities have grown significantly during the quarter century of 

its existence. It has survived corporate shifts and name changes, 

hard times and technological challenges and has emerged as a local 

leader in the design of radar products for various industries. 

www.reutechmining.com
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RRS: 25 years of Innovation



75 Years of radar in SA celebrated by a                                      
pioneering company  

Electra Mining 2014
Reutech Mining had the pleasure of being an 

exhibitor at Electra Mining, which took place at 

the NASREC Expo Centre from the 15th to the 

19th of September 2014.

As one of the biggest mining events in the 

Southern Hemisphere, the show attracted 

delegates from around the world. New and 

prospective clients visiting our stand showed a 

lot of interest in the MSR 060 Radar Module, 

which is available in a low cost static configura-

tion.

Reutech’s appointed as the official reseller of the 

SlideMinder Extensometer was well received, and 

the announcement of our unmatched Operational 

Availability of plus 95% for the past three years 

was an added bonus.

Featured Team Member 
The featured team member in this issue is Luyanda Luwaca, who started an 

internship at Reutech Mining in 2014. Luyanda has recently been appointed 

as a mining technician, and has since proven himself to be an invaluable 

part of the team.

He completed his National Diploma in Electrical Engineering at the Cape 

Peninsula University of Technology and is currently busy with his B-tech 

degree.

Luyanda lives in Parow, which is about 40km from the Reutech Mining 

offices in Stellenbosch. He enjoys sports, like soccer  and golf, and hanging 

out with his friends. He also likes staying fit and has recently joined a Mixed 

Martial Arts School.
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Electra Mining stand 

SlideMinder Extensometer


