Press Release

SLOPE STABILITY RADAR SUCCESSFULLY DEPLOYED ON EAST AFRICAN MINE
Stellenbosch, South Africa, 20 January 2010
Reutech Mining has successfully deployed its MSR 300 (movement and surveying radar) at North Mara gold mine in Tanzania. This mine is part of the Barrick Gold Corporation, and is situated in the north western part of Tanzania, approximately 100 kilometres east of Lake Victoria and 20 kilometres south of the Kenyan border. It consists of three open pits and currently produces 250,000 to 300,000 ounces of gold per annum.

Reutech Mining, a business unit of Reutech Radar Systems (Stellenbosch,South Africa) has many MSR systems currently in operation in Africa, South America, Australasia and more recently in North America.

The MSR range of radar systems is used in open-pit mining to detect slope movement as well as to take other essential measurements that are required to manage extreme and critical mining conditions.

Reutech Mining successfully arranged to move the MSR from Barrick’sTulawaka mine to North Mara. As open pit operations had ceased at Tulawaka, Barrick decided to continue using the MSR at its North Mara mine.
It was chosen specifically because of its reliability when operating in the harsh weather and mining conditions prevalent in certain parts of Africa. Its ability to provide highly accurate stability and surveying measurements up to sub-millimetre level, combined with high-speed external data links for remote operation, ensures that slope instabilities are detected timeously. The MSR has an excellent track record, ensuring that it is the most advanced slope stability monitoring system available today. 

“These factors have elevated the MSR range to an essential real-time mining safety, planning and productivity improvement tool which no large scale open pit operation should be without”, says Cala van der Westhuizen, Marketing Manager of Reutech Mining.

“We have been able to streamline our support and maintenance of the MSR at Tulawaka and now at North Mara, by ensuring that parts are readily available and by training staff to do basic maintenance of the system.  Once the MSR has been delivered to a mine, we strive to provide our clients with superb service, irrespective of the remoteness of their location. We will continue to implement this support and maintenance model as our client base in Africa grows.”
